Eligibility Interpretation Document

This Eligibility Interpretation document defines terms used in government documents — the Terms of Reference and Duties of the Chair. These documents form the foundation of the Citizens’ Assembly and specify who is eligible for membership in this Assembly. 

The intent of the criteria for membership contained in these Terms of Reference and Duties of the Chair documents is:

· to ensure Assembly members are Canadian citizens, of voting age and B.C. residents; and 

· to protect the Assembly processes from political influences.

Please keep this intent in mind in reading the following interpretations. The criteria for membership contained are listed below in (a) through (m). A detailed explanation of the terms follows each of the criteria.

The following persons are not eligible to be members of the Citizens’ Assembly:

(a) a person who is not a Canadian citizen

A "Canadian citizen" is someone who was born in Canada or who has been granted citizenship through the naturalization process and has not subsequently relinquished their citizenship.

(b) a person not resident in British Columbia
To meet the residency requirement for the Citizens’ Assembly, an individual must meet the following conditions:

· The person must be on the provincial voters list to be selected; 

· The person must be a resident of the electoral district for which he/she is being selected; and 

· The person, once selected, must remain a resident of British Columbia during the life of the Citizens’ Assembly.

A person, once selected, may relocate within British Columbia and remain a member of the Citizens’ Assembly.

(c) a person under the age of 18
The age criterion applies as of August 27, 2003, the date the random selection list was produced by Elections BC.

(d) a judge, justice or court referee
"Judge" means a judge of the court and includes Provincial and Supreme Court judges, chief judge, associate chief judge and administrative judge.
"Justice" means a justice of the peace.
"Court referee" has the same meaning as a justice.

(e) a member or officer of the Parliament of Canada or of the Privy Council of Canada
A "member of the Parliament of Canada" means the elected members of the House of Commons.
An "officer of the Parliament of Canada" means the Clerks of the House of Commons and Senate, Sergeants-at-Arms and statutory officers of the House of Commons such as the Auditor General.
A "member of the Privy Council of Canada" means the current and past federal cabinet ministers and others appointed to the Privy Council.
An "officer of the Privy Council of Canada" means the Secretary to the Privy Council.

(f) a member or officer of the Legislature or of the Executive Council
A "member of the Legislature" means the elected representatives in the Legislative Assembly of B.C.
An "officer of the Legislature" means the clerks of the House, Sergeant-at-Arms and statutory officers such as the Auditor General, Chief Electoral Officer, Information and Privacy Commissioner, Conflict of Interest Commissioner and the Ombudsman.
A "member of the Executive Council" means cabinet members.
An "officer of the Executive Council" means the Secretary to the Executive Council.

(g) an elected member of a local government, including a school board or a park board
"Local government" means a municipality or regional district. Therefore, any individual elected to municipal council, the board of a regional district or park board, or a school trustee is disqualified from membership on the Citizens’ Assembly. (Definition taken from the Local Government Act.)

(h) a candidate in the last 2 federal, provincial, municipal or regional district elections
This criterion also applies to candidates in by-elections.

(i) an official representative or agent of persons identified in paragraph (h)
The terms "official representative" and "agent" mean the individual(s) a candidate has appointed under the Election Act or the Local Government Act.

(j) an immediate family member of a sitting Member of the Legislative Assembly
"Immediate family member" is any one of the following:

· Spouse/partner 

· Former spouse 

· Child 

· Sibling 

· Step sibling 

· Half sibling 

· Parent

(Definition taken from the Family Maintenance and Enforcement Act)

(k) a current officer or official representative of a registered provincial political party
"Current" is defined as an individual who was an officer or official representative of a registered provincial political party on the date the Terms of Reference and the Duties of the Chair for the Citizens’ Assembly were approved (May 16, 2003) and throughout the life of the Citizens’ Assembly.

"Officer" is a formal position within the party hierarchy and means positions with titles such as president, chair, director, secretary, etc. These positions should be included in the formal documents of the group such as the constitution, bylaws and policies.

"Official representative" is any formal function being performed by a person on behalf of a registered provincial political party or a Member of the Legislative Assembly and may include individuals such as an employee, agent, fund raiser, canvasser, or membership registrar. The key factor is whether or not the individual was acting formally on behalf of the party or the MLA.

"Registered provincial political party" means the provincial and local/constituency bodies of a political party registered under the Election Act. This criterion captures the parties registered with Elections BC at the time the Terms of Reference and the Duties of the Chair for the Citizens’ Assembly were adopted and throughout the life of the Citizens’ Assembly as well as any new registered parties. (See the following list of political parties registered in B.C.) 

(l) a chief or band councillor elected under the Indian Act (Canada)
A "chief" or "councillor" who served in this capacity during the period defined for "current" in (k) above.

(m) an elected member of a Nisga’a Government as defined in the Nisga’a Final Agreement
The term "government" in the Nisga’a Final Agreement means:

· Nisga’a Lisims Government 

· Nisga’a Village Government

· New Aiyansh 

· Gitwinksihlkw 

· Laxgalt’sap 

· Gingolx 

If there is a dispute regarding the interpretation of the Terms of Reference and/or the criteria in this Eligibility Interpretation document, the Chair of the Citizens’ Assembly will provide a final determination.

Registered Political Parties in British Columbia:

All Nations Party of British Columbia
The Alternative Party
The Annexation Party of British Columbia
Bald Eagle Party
BC Allegiance
BC Youth Coalition
British Columbia Conservative Party
British Columbia Citizens Alliance Now
British Columbia Democratic Futures Party
British Columbia Grey Party (see Citizens Action Party)
British Columbia Liberal Party
British Columbia Marijuana Party
British Columbia Party
British Columbia Patriot Party
British Columbia Social Credit Party
Canadian Alliance Party of British Columbia
Centre Democratic Party
Citizens Action Party (formerly known as British Columbia Grey Party)
Citizens Commonwealth Federation
Communist Party of BC
Confederation Party of British Columbia
Democratic Idealists Party
Enterprise Party of B.C.
The Freedom Party of British Columbia
Green Party Political Association of British Columbia
Link BC
The Moderate Democratic Movement
Natural Law Party of British Columbia
New Democratic Party of British Columbia
Party of Citizens Who Have Decided To Think For Themselves And Be Their Own Politicians
People's Front
The People of British Columbia Millionaires Party
Reform Party of British Columbia
United Peoples Action Party
Unity Party of British Columbia
Western Canada Concept Party of BC
Western Independence Party of BC
Western Reform
Work Less Party of British Columbia
Your Political Party of BC

This list was in effect at the time this Eligibility Interpretation document was written. For updates and the current list, please visit the Elections BC website.

